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President's Report From 

Erin Lewis

Welcome to 2020, with the ongoing Drought, high cost of feed and labour intensified workloads, coupled with
the catastrophic fires we have seen, its a year to be remembered.
My thoughts are with all those who have been impacted.
The loss of life to both human and animal has been horrific and I take my hat of  to all members that are
involved in RFS, SES, Defense and Emergency Services,Thank You.
A Special mention to committee member and CCHS NSW Branch patron Dick Adams for his appointment by
NSW State Premier as Recovery Co-ordinator for Southern NSW, Congratulations.
 
It is with great sadness that I announce the passing of John Drinnan. John was a Past President and Treasurer
of the CCHS NSW who gave countless hours to the society and was very devoted to the Clydesdale Horse,
the breed he had a great passion for.
I am proud to say I called John a friend, and he will be missed by all who knew him.
 
December 14th saw the branch hold a "Special General Meeting" at Penrith, where we met the requirements of
a quorum to hold this Special Resolution and it was a favourable meeting with the members unanimously in
favour of Special Resolutions 1, 2 and 3.
We as a State are now in line with Federal which will help with decisions in the future.
 
I am delighted to reveal that we will be re-establishing the "CCHS NSW Foal Show" for 2020. This show will be
held in conjunction with Hawkesbury Show on Saturday the 2nd of May.
The Committee agreed that the Foal Show is a major part of our NSW Branch, and holds tradition to our Breed
Society.
The Land Cup will be a Major prize at this show, presented to the Best Stallion over the age of two (provided
rules/requirements for this award are met).
We hope to see you at this show enjoing your horses.
We are also currently working on organising a State Show to be held at a later date, which will not only focus
on our led classes but a show to promote the versatility of this wonderful breed, focusing on Disciplines such
as Riding, Ground Driven (obstacles) and Harness, catering for Traditional and Non-Traditional Styles.
 
A Special Congratulation needs to be made to our Federal Vice President and Branch Secretary Colin Brown.
Colin has been appointed to Judge the Males at the "Royal Highland Show" held in Scotland in Late June. The
Females will be judged by Max Marriott of Aarunga Stud in Victoria.
It is an honour to have Australian Judges held in such high regard world wide, especially in our breeds country
of origin.
 
Sydney Royal is well and truly just around the corner, Judging of Clydesdales is on Saturday April 4th. For all
those attending, Members and Exhibitors there will be an aisle gathering kicking off around 7pm in Grace
Pavillion. I wish to personally welcome you to all attend, and I look forward to seeing you all out and about
around the Show Circuit.
 
Erin Lewis
CCHS NSW President
 
 
 
 
 
 



Vale John Drinnan

 
 
 John always focused his passion on showcasing the traditions of the Clydesdale breed. For those who
knew ‘JD’ he was highly respected for his managerial expertise, clear values and honest friendship. 
 
John was a well known identity in his local Camden region, both within his previous accounting business
and in his role of Local Government Councillor. John was integral in the establishment of the Camden Bi
Centennial Equestrian Park that has enriched the equine industry in the Sydney region. It was most fitting
that at the 2019 Camden Show, he was presented with a specially crafted cane from the NSW CCHS
Branch for his many years of dedication and contribution to the Society. 
 
Our sincere condolences go to his daughter Lyndal and son Richard and the extended family. Along with
their mum Maureen , now passed, Lyndal and Richard stood by their dad over these many years and saw
him bring smiles to many with his beloved Clydesdales.    
Farewell good friend. 

Sadly our Clydesdale fraternity farewelled John at a Memorial Service held
in Camden on Monday 3rd February 2020. John was 82 years old. 
John had been breeding and showing his Glennlawrie Clydesdales at
Cobbitty, in both led and harness classes for decades. He was a driving
force behind the our Society serving as its State President, Federal
Council delegate and State Treasurer over many years.

Camden Show Society past president Hugh Southwell, John Drinnan,
current show president Greg Wall and past president David Head.

Moss Vale Heavy Horse Show 22nd February 2020 

Following a very successful inaugural event last year at Moss Vale under extremely cold conditions, this
event will now be staged on a one day basis.   This decision has been based on the impact of the
bushfires in NSW and the continuing drought. A full Schedule of classes for our Clydesdales has been set
down and members are asked to support this event now held a little earlier than last year being February
23rd.  Full details are available on the Shire Breeders webpage and facebook sites.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The process of becoming a Clydesdale Judge takes both time and effort on behalf of the candidate. In NSW, they
are required to shadow several Judges, both Federal and State, to gain knowledge and experience under a variety
of tutors. Their role as ‘Apprentice Judges’ is to ask relevant questions and listen to advice on elements of
conformation, unsoundness, movement, presentation, and ring etiquette, always with the underlying understanding
of our traditional Clydesdale Breed. This process may take several years and candidates are encouraged to gather
opinions and understanding from a broad range of discussion and exchange. The Clydesdale Resource Book would
be the best source of information when first considering the process. When considered ready for assessment, the
candidate must be then nominated by two of their tutors and then be assessed by three Judges, one of whom is
drawn from the Federal Panel list. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NSW Branch now part of the National Incorporation

banner of the CCHS. 

Clydesdale Judging Policy

2020 Planning decisions by your State Committee. 

Based upon the prevailing drought and the consequent bushfires, the Committee have decided to cancel the SIEC
Heavy Horse Show set down for June.   Our first main event will be our National Foal Show, including a full
Schedule of Classes to be held at the 2020 Hawkesbury Show on Saturday 2nd May 2020.
 
Our Judge on the day will be Andrew Marriott of the Aarunga Stud in Victoria. The Aarunga Stud without doubt is
the most successful stud in Australia in both Led and Harness events. With a major upgrade of stabling and
facilities, the Hawkesbury Show will be a showcase for our Clydesdales. 
 
The Hawkesbury Region was integral to the early development of the Colony of NSW, known for its rich river flats
and soil, the Hawkesbury was a cornerstone for the development of horticulture, dairying and beef production. 
The famous Hawkesbury Agricultural College, now part of the University of Western Sydney, was for many years
one of the main sites for the NSW Dept. of Agriculture’s Clydesdale Stud, where many horses were imported and
bred in the 1900’s. Each year thousands of people pass through the gates of the Show. 
 
This year we have been asked to be part of an educational programme on the Friday to promote the Clydesdale
horse and remind   people of the heritage that is available to them. Clydesdale exhibitors will have access to the
newly built block of stables at a cost of $25 day/night basis. Entries will be online through the Hawkesbury Show
Society via "Global Entries" online but entries will be accepted on the day. Exhibitors are requested to have their
registration papers with them to indicate Sire and Dam, as the online process will not cover this.
 

Following The Special Meeting held in Penrith on Saturday the 14th December 2019, it was unanimously agreed
that the CCHS NSW Branch dissolve its Incorporation status held under the NSW Department of Fair Trading and
be protected under the Federal Incorporation model. Many thanks to all those who were able to attend this
important meeting. In recent years the CCHS Constitution has been upgraded along with the By Laws that support
the day to day governance of our Society. Each State Branch still manages their events and finances and is
protected under the Federal Insurance policy. Members are encouraged to review the Constitution on the Federal
website. As our Commonwealth Clydesdale Horse Society continues into its second century of management, may
we continue to promote, educate and share the culture of the ‘Horse that Built the Nation’.



CCHS Federal Council

The Secretary
Mr Rod Bowles
PO Box 1053, Bendigo VIC 3552
 
Phone: 03 5442 8890
Fax: 03 5442 5264 
Email: fedsec@clydesdalehorse.com.au
Web Site: www.clydesdalehorse.com.au

All federal enquiries should be directed to:

Federal President      Robert Ronzio         03 9746 1488     ronzio12@active8.net.au
Vice President           Colin Brown OAM    02 6367 4741    cmkgbrown@wesnet.com.au
Vice President           Russell March          08 8387 4407    kamarch@marchconsulting.com.au
Federal Secretary      Rod Bowles             03 5442 8890    fedsec@clydesdalehorse.com.au

The Land Cup

The Land Cup will be a Major Prize at the "2020 National Clydesdale Foal Show" being held on the 2nd
of May at Hawkesbury Showgrounds, in conjunction with Hawkesbury Show.
"The Land" Cup is for competition :   
 
 
 

Between Registered Clydesdale Stallions and Colts, two years of age or older.
Bred in the Commonwealth of Australia.
The Animal not having been a previous winner.
For a valid contest to be staged a minimum of three eligible animals shall parade before the Judge.

Land Cup Winner 2010, Shaun Moloney of Samarah Park Clydesdales and their Stallion
"Tullymore William"



The 2020 National
Clydesdale Foal Show

To be judged by Andrew Marriott

COMMONWEALTH 
CLYDESDALE HORSE 

SOCIETY
NSW BRANCH

~ PRESENTS ~

Entry Conditions
• Open to all members & non-members
• All exhibitors must complete a “record of 

attendance at Horse Event” form before 
competing,
and an insurance waiver must be signed by 
all persons entering the ring.

• All horses competing must be registered with 
the Commonwealth Clydesdale Horse 
Society.

• Horses must be presented in good, clean 
condition

• Exhibitors must be suitably attired while in 
the ring.
Colts and Stallions, 1 year and over, MUST be 
shown in suitable headgear and bit.

• Competent Adult (18 years and over) must be 
in charge of the Colt/Stallion at all times.

• Exhibitors requested to have Copy of 
Registration Papers with them on the Day

SAVE THE DATE
SATURDAY 2nd MAY 2020

Returning to Hawkesbury Showgrounds
as part of Hawkesbury Show 

 Official home of The Land 
Cup to be awarded on the 

day
 Over 5 Championship 

awards

 Classes for Fillies, Mares, 
Geldings, Colts and Stallions

 Classes for Filly Foals and 
Colt Foals, as well as pairs of 

foals

 Groups of 3 classes

 Most successful sire 
of the day

Entry Process - entries can be made either by:
• Online at www.globalentriesonline.com.au/

Equestrian Showing/Hawkesbury Show, by 9.00am on Monday, 27 
April 2020; OR

• downloading the entry form from 
www.hawkesburyshowground.com.au
/show/schedules, complete and mail for receipt by Friday 24 April 
2020

Best Presented, Delivery and Turnout and Working Classes – Please refer 
to www.hawkesburyshowground.com.au/show/schedules for class details

Stabling - Stabling is available on the Showground and, if required, 
bookings should be made direct with the Hawkesbury Showground Office 
by completing the Hawkesbury Show Stabling form, and emailing or 
posting to the Show Office

Grand Parade – This is not a mandatory event, however with the return of 
the CCHS to Hawkesbury, all participants have been invited to participate 
in the Grand Parade at 1pm



Entry Process ‐ entries can be made either by: Online at www.globalentriesonline.com.au/Equestrian Showing/Hawkesbury Show, by 9.00am on 

Monday, 27 April 2020; OR downloading the entry form from www.hawkesburyshowground.com.au/show/schedules, complete and mail for 

receipt by Friday 24 April 2020

Best Presented, Delivery and Turnout and Working Classes – Please refer to www.hawkesburyshowground.com.au/show/schedules for class 

details

Stabling ‐ Stabling is available on the Showground and, if required, bookings should be made direct with the Hawkesbury Showground Office by 

completing the Hawkesbury Show Stabling form, and emailing or posting to the Show Office

Grand Parade – This is not a mandatory event, however with the return of the CCHS to Hawkesbury, all participants have been invited to 

participate in the Grand Parade at 1pm

Entry Conditions

Open to all members & non‐members

All exhibitors must complete a “record of attendance at Horse Event” form before competing,

and an insurance waiver must be signed by all persons entering the ring.

All horses competing must be registered with the Commonwealth Clydesdale Horse Society.

Horses must be presented in good, clean condition

Exhibitors must be suitably attired while in the ring.

Colts and Stallions, 1 year and over, MUST be shown in suitable headgear and bit.

Competent Adult (18 years and over) must be in charge of the Colt/Stallion at all times.

Exhibitors requested to have Copy of Registration Papers with them on the Day

Best Presented Heavy Horse  Commencing at 8.30AM in RING 7 (Run by Hawkesbury Show)

801 Led Clydesdale Gelding  3 years & Under

802 Led Clydesdale Gelding  4 years & Over

Champion & Reserve Champion Clydesdale Gelding
Sponsored by

Sanctuary Park Clydesdale Stud

803 Led Clydesdale Dry Mare 4 years & Over

804 Led Clydesdale Brood Mare (in foal or with foal at foot) 4 years & Over

Champion & Reserve Champion Clydesdale Mare
Sponsored by

Ahern Shires & Clydesdales

805 Clydesdale Colt Yearling

806 Clydesdale Colt 2 years

807 Clydesdale Colt 3 years

808 Led Clydesdale Stallion  Over 4 years & Under 8 years

809 Led Clydesdale Stallion  8 years & Over

810 The Land Cup Males 2 years and over bred in the Commonwealth

Champion & Reserve Champion Clydesdale Stallion
Sponsored by

Evensands Clydesdale Stud

Junior Champion & Reserve Champion Clydesdale Colt
Sponsored by

Elemer Clydesdales

811 Clydesdale Filly Yearling

812 Clydesdale Filly 2 years

813 Clydesdale Filly 3 years

Junior Champion & Reserve Champion Clydesdale Filly
Sponsored by

Hadrians Wall Clydesdales & Shires

814 Junior Horse Handler (8 < 18 Years)
Winner to be awarded

Glen Denholm Perpetual Junior Handler Trophy

815 Clydesdale Colt Foal born prior to 1st November 2019

816 Clydesdale Colt Foal born after 1st November 2019

Champion & Reserve Champion Clydesdale Colt Foal
Sponsored by

Juzta Clydesdale Stud

817 Clydesdale Filly Foal born prior to 1st November 2019

818 Clydesdale Filly Foal born after 1st November 2019

Champion & Reserve Champion Clydesdale Filly Foal
Sponsored by

Headlands Clydesdales

Grand Champion Foal
Sponsored by

McMurchie Clydesdales

819 Pair of Foals Owned by the same Exhibitor

820 Pair of Foals Bred by the same Sire

CCHS NSW Perpetual Supreme Clydesdale Exhibit
ALL CHAMPIONS ARE ELIGIBLE INCLUDING GELDING AND GRAND CHAMPION FOAL

Sponsored by

Vaughan’s Hay Supplies

821
Group of 3 Clydesdales

Owned by Exhibitor but not necessarily bred by the Exhibitor

Sponsored by

Ernest Park Clydesdales

Most Successful Sire of the Day Award
Awarded & Announced at the 

Presentations

COMMONWEALTH CLYDESDALE HORSE SOCIETY
CCHS NSW Branch presents

2020 NATIONAL CLYDESDALE FOAL SHOW
Hawkesbury Show Grounds ‐ SATURDAY 2nd May 2020

Judge ‐ Andrew Marriott

CCHS FOAL Show
commencing at 9.00AM in RING 8



The drought and devastating fires over past months have brought a reality check to many of us struggling
through this time. In recent months we have seen several breeders dispersing stock and in some cases those
managing deceased estates trying to establish the pedigrees of stock. Persons buying those animals need
proof if they are to be accepted into the CCHS Studbook. 
 
A checklist of your own practices may assist: 
1. Are your horses all appropriately branded?  This does not verify the authenticity of your genetics but it is a
good start for others to identify the animal. 
 
2. When you registered your horses did you microchip them?  Our Royal Shows require this identification but
again it simply identifies that particular animal, with no reference to its breeding. Again it is a great help if this
microchip is done, even if you “haven’t got around to branding yet”! How many times has your Vet needed to
identify your animal? 
 
3. Given that all Breeding Stallions born after 1st August 2010 must be DNA’d at the time of their Provisional
Certificate of Inspection, we now have a partial chance of identifying the breeding of subsequent foals. But
what if you have left the registering of progeny too late? Possibly lost the dam at foaling or in recent times
under the prevailing harsh conditions, or sold the mare? How then do you correctly identify and register your
progeny? Maybe you do have a photo of mare and foal together, but this is not sufficient evidence of their
breeding. 
 
4. As a breeder, what documentation do you maintain? You do not have to provide a Stallion Certificate for
your own foals if you own the Stallion, but you must for any mares not owned by you, covered by your Stallion.
 Do you have a simple breeding notebook/computer file, detailing when you served your mare(s); when you put
the stallion in with the mares if preferring to paddock serve; when a foal was born etc. How important those
details would prove to be, if for whatever reason, someone else had the task or responsibility of identifying and
verifying the breeding of any particular horse! 
5. Have you taken up the option of having your mare(s) DNA’d? For example, if you have the Grand dam
DNA’d by your Vet, then You are able to DNA her progeny, and her entire female line yourself, at a far lower
expense and thus have on record proof of all your breeding formally registered with the CCHS Federal
Secretary. 
 
Out of the difficulty of such harsh climatic times, we are stimulated and reminded of how we can set up things
more efficiently when the next big dry comes back to test us again. How many times have you now decided to
set up a better watering system? Divide paddocks into a more manageable design? Erect shedding or shade
facilities? Plant trees when it does start to rain!?  Can you tick off these suggested practices? Are you
confident that someone else could truly verify the pedigree of your stock if it were challenged? It may
be beneficial to all concerned to be able to say “YES!” 
 
 

Maintaining Your Breeding Records



 
Our thoughts are with our NSW Branch Patron Dick Adams APM OAM, who has been
appointed by the NSW Premier, as the Recovery Coordinator for Southern NSW,
following the disastrous bushfires in that region of our State. 

Dick Adams Appointment . 

Dick was similarly appointed by the Premier a few years back to coordinate the Newcastle Bushfire Recovery. Not
an enviable role, but Dick in his usual style said ‘that the determination of the amazing people he is working with
and for, makes his long days even more worthwhile.’ We all wish him well throughout the next few months.

Sydney Royal 2020

Clydesdales will be on Exhibit on Saturday 4th April in the Main Arena from  8.00am and are being Judged
by Pat Stokes of Ontario, Canada.
 
All Members and Exhibitors are invited to join the committee for an Isle Gathering held in Grace Pavillion
around 7pm.
 





 
 
It was April 2017 when we first caught a glimpse of the
Grace Pavilion filled with beautiful Clydesdale horses at the
Sydney Royal Easter Show. We decided then we HAD to
have one! Through a friend we got in contact with Jan
Pierce of Headlands Clydesdale Stud in Crookwell. We
travelled down to have a look at 2 year old gelding
Headlands Wellington (McMurchie Edinburgh X Aarunga
Lady Jubilee). It was love at first sight. We looked over the
fence and he chortled and trotted over to us and at that
moment he was sold. He was transported the next day to
Mandalong NSW where he would begin his new life. Now
Wellington was pretty quiet but we had no (and I mean NO)
horse experience other than being able to tell the back
from the front. When he came off the truck after a 9 hour
journey we were told that horses are walked on the left
hand side – we gained our first bit of knowledge.
 
 
 
 

Member Profile

-Meet Jayden & Alex Beesley

Hi! We are Jayden and Alex Beesley, from the northern
Central Coast area. 
We are what would be considered “newbies” when it
comes to owning and showing Clydesdales, but I have to
say we have come a very long way in a few short years!

Over the next 6 months through the help of friends we learnt more and more about not only Clydesdales
but general care and handling of horses as well. We had beautiful friends that allowed us to learn to ride
on their quiet older horses and offered us help or even a shoulder to cry on at times! Wellington was
broken in to long reins and chains by Gary Cullen during this time and has always enjoyed this work
since. In the summer of 2017 he was sent to Piaffe Equestrian Services to start his career under saddle.
Boy was he the opposite to his work in chains! He was moody, pig headed and generally un-enjoyable to
ride. But through our dedication and the help of Tereza we are now successfully competing under saddle
at shows and in dressage. Most importantly we are a happy horse and rider combination. Mid 2019 it was
decided that it was time for the big guns, HARNESS! We had a little bit of awareness now about how this
whole “heavy horse” thing worked so we decided to try and put him in harness ourselves. To our great
surprise he was a natural! Clear headed and compliant, waiting for his next cue, a true pleasure to work
with. Since then we have continued our work in harness relatively successfully at local shows.



 
 
 
It was been quite a journey for the past 3 years and one that we
have gladly been able to share together. There were times when we
wanted to give up but boy am I glad we persevered in times of doubt.
Because there is no greater love than that of a Clydesdale Horse.

More recently Wellington and Claudia also represent their namesake
business “W & C Events” specializing in visiting aged care facilities,
working with disabled children and visiting preschools. Particularly
the aged care visits have highlighted the vast role that Clydesdale
have played in the development of Australia. Many of the residents
reminisce about having their bread delivered and working with their
parents to plough the fields on their properties. Both Wellington and
Claudia have been the epitome of even headed and I believe this
truly credits the great qualities of the breed we all love.

In April 2019 we were playing with the idea of a second horse. 
We had a chat with Jan again and she told us that she had a very
special filly who needed a special home. So we were back to
Crookwell to look at Headlands Claudia (Aarunga Wisconsin X
Aarunga Lady Jubilee). Claudia has a beautiful story. After losing
her mother Claudia was hand raised by Jan and her late husband
Bob. She would only drink from a bowl which has made for some
interesting tongue movements nowadays but we love her, quirks
and all. She was the last foal raised by Bob and therefore will
always hold a very special place in Jan’s heart. It is an honor to
own her. Claudia will begin her working career mid this year but is
currently enjoying life as a “paddock ornament” (she doesn’t
understand why anyone would work a day in their life!).

Member Profile Cont.



















Editors Contact Details

Newsletter Editor

 

Elizabeth Lewis

elemerclydesdales@outlook.com

The Clydesdale Horse

Resource Book

The CCHS NSW Branch offers it's members the 3rd
edition of the The Clydesdale Horse - A Resource

Book, which is a 'must have' book for any Clydesdale or
Heavy Horse owner.

 
This book includes detailed information on breeding,

educating, shoeing, harnessing, working & showing the
heavy horse, as well as a fascinating record on the

history of the Clydesdale Horse.
 

For orders, please contact Colin Brown on
(02) 6367 4741 or cmkgbrown@westnet.com.au


	Slide Number 1
	Sheet1

